With the publication of this report, the question arises "Have we reached a full circle from preantibiotic era through a stage of euphoria to a seemingly frightening era of patients infected with multidrug resistant bacteria searching desperately for the elusive effective antibiotic/antimicrobial agent?"
The problem of Anti-Microbial Resistance (AMR) is not new but one which is becoming more serious and a threat to human health globally. This is more pertinent for countries like India where the maximum burden of infectious diseases prevail.
Alexander Fleming in 1929 changed the course of history by discovering the world's first antibiotic "Penicillin" which saved millions of lives. So early 1940s heralded the end of the Pre-antibiotic era with this "magic" discovery. Now, with the emergence of anti-microbial resistance, can we say that the Antibiotic era which probably lasted 6-8 decades is waning off? And gradually we are slipping off in the post-antibiotic era? This will lead to disastrous consequences globally and our inability to achieve the Millennium development goals, post 2015? This is a wake-up call for all because we can't see our relatives, family and friends and patients dying from simple infections which were earlier curable by antibiotics.
What is Anti-Microbial Resistance(AMR)?
Anti-microbial resistance is the resistance of the micro-organism to an anti-microbial medicine to which it was earlier sensitive. AMR micro-organisms 
What went wrong?
Almost half of hospitalised patients receive AMA. It is not that everyone who received AMA had an indication for its use but still was given. The reasons could be varied like routinely treating trivial or viral infections with antibiotics, lack of awareness of basic principles of anti-microbial use, pressure of early sure-shot results, commercial interests of p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s , u s e i n a n i m a l husbandry/agriculture. Another very important reason for countries like India is poverty. The poor cannot afford the complete course of antibiotic due to prohibitive costs which in turn leads to AMR A new antibiotic policy needs to be formulated with the basic aim to reduce AMR thereby minimising the morbidity and mortality due to anti-microbial resistant infections; and to preserve the effectiveness of antimicrobial agents in treatment and prevention of communicable diseases. 
What drives AMR?
Inappropriate and irrational use of antimicrobials is the main cause responsible for AMR. Also, i n a d e q u a t e n a t i o n a l c o m m i t m e n t t o a comprehensive & coordinated response and illdefined accountability also contribute to the above. 
W.H.O. response to AMR
Responding to the gravity of the situation, World Health Organization has issued policy guidelines including support for surveillance and providing technical assistance to all stakeholders. It also promotes knowledge generation and partnerships through disease prevention and control programmes. It also emphasises on supply and rational use of good quality essential medicines. Stringent infection prevention and control measures need to be followed which will aid in patient safety.
What can possibly be India's role in combating Antimicrobial resistance: 
